
 

 

 

 

October 

November 

2024 
Edition 

 



 

 
 

The Sandpiper October / November 2024 Edition    Page 1 of 25 
 

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity 

 

  

Message from 

 The Exalted Ruler 

Message from the  

Lodge Secretary  

Greetings, 
 

As we move into fall, we are starting to return to our 
cooler weather routines and start to see more activity 
around the lodge! It is a great time to think about 
inviting friends and neighbors to become Members and 
join our lodge! 
 

Most of our Members are familiar with the paper 
membership application that is completed by the 
person who wishes to join. There is also a section at the 
top for the member information of the sponsor of the 
candidate. When these are completed, they make their 
way to me for processing and then move on to the 
Membership Committee. 
 

But did you know you can also invite new Members to 
join using an online tool?  
 

If you are a Member whose membership dues are up 
to date, you can forward a membership application to 
family and friends. Invitees can then complete and 
submit their application online. Once it is submitted, I 
will get a notification through the Chicago Lodge 
Membership System (CLMS) and can process the 
application the same as a paper application. The 
information that the candidate provides will be 
imported into our Lodge CLMS database. 
 

To send an invite, visit www.elks.org. If you aren’t 
currently registered, you will be prompted to create a 
login and password. (I encourage all members to 
register as there is great information on the website!) 
 

Once you are logged in you will see a red box in the 
upper left corner that says “Invite a Friend to Join”. Just 
complete the required information and the candidate 
will receive an email with instructions.  
 

Of course, paper applications are always accepted! You 
can find them to the right of the door as you enter the 
Lounge! 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at secretary@calabashelks.org or (910) 
575-8900 Ext. 1! 
 

Kerry Bartoletti 

Secretary 

Calabash Elks 

 

Greetings, to all my brothers and sisters in Elkdom,  

 

I hope this message finds you all doing well. 

As we move into fall, I hope this finds us thinking 

about all of the blessings we receive by giving  

to others who are not as fortunate.  

 

As we move into the second half of my year as 

your Exalted Ruler, I look forward to all the 

projects we will be undertaking through the end 

of 2024 and into 2025. The Hoop Shoot contest, 

Nursing Scholarship program, Elementary School 

Essay Contest and so much more. 

 

Our membership continues to grow but our 

members volunteering still seems to be a constant 

work in progress. I have now received many 

suggestions for our Elk of the Month program, and 

I am thankful for all the help I’ve received with this 
worthy program. 

 

With closing for this issue, I wish everyone a very 

Happy, Healthy Thanksgiving! 

 

Step up to help your lodge be all that it can be.  

You can speak to Ricky Moore, any bartender, 

officer, or myself.  

 

 

WITH YOUR HELP, OUR LODGE CAN 

REMAIN A GREAT PLACE TO ENJOY  

THE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES WE ALL LOVE 

 

Fraternally Yours 

Gary Reynolds 

Exalted Ruler 
 

http://www.elks.org/
mailto:secretary@calabashelks.org
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The ENF Fidelity Club ~ The Foundation's Monthly Giving Program 

The easiest way to support the ENF all year round! 
 

Do you contribute to the Elks National Foundation often? What if you could donate without having to 

think about it? Well, you can! Enroll today and become a member of the Fidelity Club 

the ENF’s monthly giving program. Why Join the Fidelity Club? 

ROI: For every dollar you donate $1.75 is returned, to be used for benevolence! 

Ease: The ENF Fidelity Club recognizes automatic, regularly scheduled donations through your bank account 

or credit card. These donations occur monthly (minimum $5). 

Eco-Friendly: Save a tree and save time with paperless donations! 

Convenience: No need to purchase stamps or mail a check. It takes just five minutes to sign up, and you’re 
good to go! 

Flexibility: You can increase, modify or cancel your gift at any time. 

Security: It's safe, reliable and allows the ENF to spend less time on administration and more time on our 

charitable mission. 

Ready to Join? 

Becoming a member of the Fidelity Club is simple! Enroll online at enf.elks.org/recurring and start your gift 

today! If you prefer to sign up through the mail, just print the enrolment form on the next page.  

Questions? Email: enf@elks.org or Call: 773-755-4728 for additional information about starting a monthly 

gift and joining the ENF Fidelity Club. 

Already a member? If you have an active monthly gift agreement with the ENF, you have automatically been 

enrolled in the ENF Fidelity Club! Click here to learn more about your monthly gift. 

Lodges 

The ENF Fidelity Club is an individual giving and recognition program. We are unable to accept enrollments 

from groups or Lodges. We encourage Lodges to submit donations via the Online Remittance form and credit 

individual donors. Click here to make a one-time online donation. 

What are the Benefits? 

The longer you are a member of the Fidelity Club, the more benefits you’ll receive! 

Fidelity Club Sticker: Following your first monthly gift, you’ll receive a special Fidelity Club sticker for your 
membership card, and your name will appear in the online Fidelity Club Honor Roll. At the end of each 

calendar year, you'll receive a new sticker with your annual statement. 

Fidelity Club Pin: Once you’ve made 12 monthly gifts, you’ll receive the ENF Fidelity Pin! 

Pin Attachments: Each time you reach an additional benchmark—starting at 25 monthly gifts—you’ll receive 
a pin attachment to wear with your Fidelity pin. Additional attachments will be sent at 50 and 100 gifts. 

Bagels with the Board: An open-house breakfast at the Elks National Convention exclusively for Fidelity Club 

Members! 
 

You may also Designate Your Gift 

A designated gift directly supports the ENF program you select. You can choose to designate your gift to one 

program or select all programs and make an immediate difference in the lives of youth, veterans and Elks 

communities. Selecting the ENF Endowment Fund means your donation will be invested in a permanent fund 

where its interest will be distributed over time, ensuring the ongoing success of the ENF. 
 

Click here to view a Video about The Fidelity Club 
 

Neil Floor ~ ENF Chairperson ~ BPO Elks Lodge 2679 

http://enf.elks.org/recurring
https://www.elks.org/enf/FCMember.cfm?
https://secure.elks.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20047b?df_id=2420&2420.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=02F47AEEB74346CAD5E8A45E93DAEFC5
https://www.elks.org/ENF/recurringGiftHonorRoll.cfm
https://youtu.be/-M_3trbDWtQ
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If our opening week Tailgate Party is any indication, our Lodge will be the 

place to be on Sunday afternoon all throughout this football season! Great 

friends cheering on their teams. What could be more fun!! 

If you would like to see many more photos, click on the link below to view 

a Photo Album created by our “Photo Guru” Ron Floor 
 

Tailgate Party on Sept 8th ~ Photo Album by Ron Floor 

https://www.amazon.com/photos/shared/7Qzs1CK1Qy-hsGomLHrS4g.jvkekpEdU535W5yCcom5MK
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LOOK WHAT’S BACK 
ELK OF THE  

MONTH! 

A healthy Lodge 

depends on the 

strengths of its 

volunteers. Our ER, 

Gary Reynolds, is 

aware of that fact 

and has introduced 

the recognition of  

Elk of the Month. 

Congratulations to 

our July  

Elk of the Month, 

Andy Carrino 

(Top Right) 

and our August  

Elk of the Month,  

Bob Paoletti!!  

(Top Left)  

Also 

Our September 

Elk of the Month 

Shirley Rust 

(Bottom Left) 

 

Your efforts make 

our Lodge one of the 

best anywhere! 
 

Month
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Veterans Affairs Committee - #2679 Calabash, NC 
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Veterans Affairs Committee - #2679 Calabash, NC 

Upper left: Donna Kozlowski, VAC Member / Project Manager for the VAC’s 21st Mini-golf tournament, lunch, and auction. Lower 
left: Part of the VAC team supporting the Mini-golf, Luncheon, and Auction. Upper right: Golfers at the Tropical Adventure Mini-Golf 

course in Calabash. Middle right: The auction accounting team. Lower right: Auction in progress. 
 

The Veterans Affairs Committee (VAC) closed out the summer season with our  
21st annual Mini-Golf Tournament, Luncheon and Auction on September 28. The day started with 140 or so “golfers” at 

the Tropical Adventure Mini-Golf course in Calabash. After golf, everyone moved to the Lodge for lunch followed by  
a live auction with auctioneer Drake from the John T. Henry Auction Company. 

 

In preparation for the auction, VAC members spent the summer canvassing local businesses seeking items for the 
auction; over 150 auctions items were donated along with many donations which, taken together,  

made this event the most successful fundraiser the VAC has held. 
 

The profits from this event will go to support needy veterans in our area and local organizations that support our 
veterans. The VAC greatly appreciates the participation and generosity of our community  

and the tremendous support from the Lodge kitchen and bar staff. 
 

If you would like to view a Photo Album of this Event created by (you guessed it) 
our “Photo Guru” Ron Floor. Click on the this Link:  Mini Golf & Live Auction Photo Album 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4pLPWW5US63ne73E9
https://www.amazon.com/photos/shared/tdEL5KSaSB6EKSeiUDlr8g.eGmROHD6BaEBQJJcJKsWOH
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I don’t know who they were, I don’t know what they look like,  

but I do know, whoever they were, they claimed the  

Esteemed Lamp of Knowledge  

at our Trivia event on September 20th. 

Congratulations and if anyone has a photo send it to me at: 

sandpiper@calabashelks.org and I’ll include it in the  
Newsletter on our Website. 

 

mailto:sandpiper@calabashelks.org
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At the bar during the month your Birthday? Show the Bartender 

your Driver’s License to get membership recognition chip 

which has a value of up to $4 Happy Birthday 

  

Happy Birthday 
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A good time was had by all at our First Responders Dinner Dance held earlier this month in our Lodge! Our ER 

recognized six of our local first responders at the dance. Pictured from left to right: Leading Knight Don Arsenault, 

Exalted Ruler Gary Reynolds, Kimble Baker III (OIB FD), Adam Locklair (Brunswick County. Sheriff’s Dept.), Amy Abrams 
(Brunswick County. EMS), Jordan Gentry (OIB PD), Larry Cramer (Sunset Beach FD) and Jane Fox (Calabash FD). 

To view a Photo Album of the Event created by our “Photo Guro” Ron Floor 

Click on the photo above 

The BPOE adopted several fraternal 

traditions similar to the Masonic 

Fraternity. An altar, decorated with 

the Holy Bible, is found in the center 

of every Lodge throughout Elkdom. 

Old Glory served as the altar's 

drapery until 1956, when it was 

given its own distinct place of honor 

to the right of the altar. 

Special thanks to  

Vickie and Teddy Acton  

for donating a new  

Bible for the Altar. 

https://www.amazon.com/photos/shared/cm0j-2CHSlyDGGSGe9BNug.-H6OuQBB6EpiYB1NlGljkM
https://www.amazon.com/photos/shared/cm0j-2CHSlyDGGSGe9BNug.-H6OuQBB6EpiYB1NlGljkM


 

 
 

The Sandpiper October / November 2024 Edition    Page 15 of 25 
 

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity 

 



 

 
 

The Sandpiper October / November 2024 Edition    Page 16 of 25 
 

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity 

 

 



 

 
 

The Sandpiper October / November 2024 Edition    Page 17 of 25 
 

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity 

 

Did Ya Know? 

 
Many live and vacation on Sunset Beach, NC, but did ya know, they are walking over a piece of 

history? Buried underneath the Sunset Beach Pier lies The Vesta, a blockade runner abandoned on 

the shore on January 11, 1864. 
 

How It All Started 

The Vesta and its captain R.H. Eustace, on its way from Bermuda to the safety of Fort Caswell and 

Fort Fisher, realized that the port at the entrance to the Cape Fear River was blocked by Union ships. 

Having Union cruisers giving chase, his plan was to circumvent the ships and sail close to the shore. 

This along with a dangerously low tide caused The Vesta to run aground while nearing Tubb’s Inlet. 
It’s claimed that the Vesta crew believed they were above Fort Fisher, but in reality, they were much 
further south, approximately 40 miles south of Frying Pan Shoals. 
 

Some recounts of the tale rely upon the captain and first officer outrunning and avoiding a Yankee 

Cruiser and to celebrate becoming spectacularly drunk. Making the mistake of running aground and 

not knowing their location, a drunken misfortune. While these accounts can’t be proved or 
dismissed, there might be some truth to the theory. 
 

The 500-ton ship incurred some damage to the hull when it came ashore. Eustace and his crew were 

fired at by infantrymen and they retreated into hiding. Their plan was to come back and tow the ship 

into Fort Caswell where they would be under the protection of gunfire. 
 

The next day when they returned to the ship, they noted the damage was more severe than they 

thought, stating that “the whole starboard side was open, and several of the plates were split.” The 
crew along with the help of two companies from Fort Caswell rummaged what they could including 

onboard supplies, uniforms, several pairs of shoes, gifts for General Lee, and the two anchors. 
 

To prevent the Union Army from using the ship or gathering intelligence they chose to set The Vesta 

on fire. And there, The Vesta rested until the 1960s when development in Sunset Beach began.” 
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Thank you to the Community and of course 

“The Ladies of the Auxiliary” 
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The Auxiliary (formerly Ladies Auxiliary) New Members 
Left to Right: Pam Busick, Kathy Baldino, Jayne Woolf, Sherrie Soled,  

Martha Wieman Hornick, and Nancy Henningsen-Barham 

 Bingo Committee 
Tuesday Night Bingo continues to develop creative ways to 

contribute to our mission in serving the needs in our 

community. We are fortunate to have a group of regular 

players who donate their time and effort in designing and 

filling gift baskets four times a year that are raffled off at 

Bingo.  
 

This time Bob Uber, a retired US Army “Golden Knight” and 
regular Bingo player was the winner of the fall basket. 

Pictured with Bob is Kathy Rose, one of our valued Bingo 

Volunteers who spend countless hours on Tuesday to help 

make the Elks Bingo the best bingo parlor in North and 

South Carolina. 
 

100% of the proceeds from this effort go to achieving our 

goal to giving back to our community.    
 

In addition, as with other Elk committees, Bingo is 

donating to the disaster relief of our fellow Carolinians 

who are suffering from Hurricane Helene. 

John Goryance AKA “Mr. Bingo” 
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Note from the Editor 
 

The Fall is upon us so what does that mean 

for the Lodge? More of your time will be 
spent inside and what better place to spend 
it then at the Lodge. Whether it be football, 

baseball or basketball it’s all happening and 
there is always someone to share the 

excitement with. Not into sports, no problem 
there are a whole host of events going on. If 

you’re new the best way to get to know 
everyone is to volunteer. You’ll be working 

side by side with some of our Elks that have 

been around longer than most. They will 
show you the ropes and introduce you to 

others. Before you know it, you’ll be the one 
helping newcomers get oriented. 

The “circle of participation”, without it there 
would be no Lodge or any other organization. 

 
Calabash Lodge #2679, Elkdom at its finest  

Any questions, Email me at: 
Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org 

Best Regards ~ Frank Gaetano 
 

Famous Elk Quotes 
 

I know I am getting better at golf because I 

am hitting fewer spectators. 
 

Gerald R. Ford 

 

Your House Committee and Club Manager have 

been working hard to provide you, our valued 

members, new and different activities in which 

you can participate, have some fun and 

camaraderie, and support Your Lodge at the 

same time.  These events include Dining 

Opportunities, Holiday Themed Dinner Dances, 

and Trivia Challenges. You will find 

announcements for these events scheduled to 

occur during December and January. You will 

be kept up to date on these events in our 

weekly EBlasts. Be sure to sign up for these 

events and support Your Lodge. 

 

At the same time, the House Committee and 

Club Manager cannot do all of this alone, - they 

need Your Help.  Please consider Volunteering 

for just a few hours a month to help Set-Up for 

these events, or to help in the Kitchen.  Contact 

your Club Manager, to get on the schedule. 

Club Manager: Ricky Moore - 910-368-6872 

It's good for the Lodge and also for you! 

V O L U N T E E R 

mailto:Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org
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If you want to be kept up to date on Menus & Events there is 

nothing better than our EBlast. It comes right to your email box 

at least once a week (on Monday) and fills you in like  

An Elk Burger. Just make sure you have 

communications@calabashelks.org in your contacts to keep it 

from going to Spam with the Extended Car Warranties. 

If you would like to check out 

“What’s Cookin” on our website? 
just Click on the Chef  

Wanna check out  

“What’s Happenin” 
Click on Special Events 

 and head to our website  

mailto:communications@calabashelks.org
https://www.calabashelks.org/events
https://www.calabashelks.org/meals
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Dennis Railing 
July 2024  

Initiated 04/01/1995 

 
Richard Tunno 

July 2024  

Initiated 09/15/1992 

 

 
 

 

 

Ron Mayo 
August 2024  

Initiated 01/25/1996 
 

 

Gaetano (Tom) Devenuto 
September 2024  

Initiated 05/07/2024 
 

 

 

2024 
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Another issue of the “Sandpiper” in the well. I hope you found it informative and 
enjoyed some of the humor and happenings at our Elks Lodge. The Communications 

& Marketing Committee would like to thank all of you for your contributions to the 

world of Elkdom, after all without our members we would be just a building. 

Stay well, stay involved and above all “Be an Elk”. 
 

Just a reminder that if you really wanna know and learn what goes on at the Lodge, 

attend meetings. It’s the best way to find out everything there is to know and meet 
and have fellowship with your Elk family. All meetings are on the Calendars 

 

Until next issue then and remember if you have anything you feel should be in the Sandpiper or have any 

ideas for it. You can email me at Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org 

 

Lounge Hours 

Monday thru Saturday = 12:00 Noon - 9:00 p.m. 

During Special events the lodge will be open until 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday 12:00 Noon - 8:00 p.m. - Football Season Hours 

(Bartenders Discretion) 
 

Kitchen Hours 

Monday thru Friday, 

LUNCH = 12:00 Noon - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Monday Night 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday Night during BINGO = 5:00 - 6:45 p.m. 
 

Friday Night = 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays When Entertainment is Offered - 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Times Other Than Above - Bar Food Only 
 

Office Hours 
 

Tuesday & Thursday ~ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
 

Office (Secretary) = 910.579.4600 Option #1 
 

Bar/Bartender = Option #2 

Elks  Invite 

mailto:Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org

