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Greetings, 
 

Happy Elks New Year! As of April 1st, the 
keylock will have been changed on the door. 
You will need your new YELLOW 2025-2026 
membership card to enter the lodge. Please 
make sure that you have signed your new 
card! There have been a few glitches, so 
please reach out if there is an issue with your 
card. 
 

As of April 1st, all renewals that I have 
received have been processed. If you have 
paid your dues for the new year, but have not 
yet received your new card, there is no need 
to worry. Your name will not appear on the 
delinquent member roster that our officers 
will have at the door for the next two weeks. 
Going forward I will be printing and mailing 
cards on Thursday morning for members who 
are getting their renewal fees to me late.  
 

It is no small feat to process the membership 
for a lodge of our size and I could not have 
accomplished this on my own. I’d like to 
extend my sincere gratitude to Kathy Smith, 
Fran Quigley, Cyndi Shaw, Brenda Norris, and 
Karen Fraser for their help with this huge 
task. 
 

Your patience as we get the renewal process 
completed within the next several weeks is 
greatly appreciated! 
 

Sincerely, 
Kerry Bartoletti 

Secretary #2679 

 

Greetings to all the members of  

Calabash Lodge #2679.  

My name is Donald Arsenault. 

I have been elected as your Exalted Ruler 

for the ELKS year 2025 – 2026. 

As your Exalted Ruler, I am committed to 

fostering a sense of unity, camaraderie, 

and service among our members. Our 

lodge has a proud history of community 

involvement, charitable endeavors, and 

support for our veterans, and I am eager to 

continue these traditions with  

renewed energy and purpose. 

Throughout the year, we will be hosting a 

variety of events and initiatives aimed at 

strengthening our bonds and enhancing 

our contributions to the community. 

I encourage each of you to participate 

actively, share your ideas, and support  

one another as we work towards  

our common goals. 

Our success as a lodge is built on the 

dedication and passion of our members, 

and I am grateful for the opportunity to 

lead such an exceptional group. Together, 

we will strive to make  

Calabash Lodge #2679 a beacon of 

excellence and a welcoming home for all. 

Thank you once again for your trust and 

support. I am confident that, with your 

help, we will achieve great things this year. 

 Don 

 

MESSAGE FROM 

THE LODGE SECRETARY 

MESSAGE FROM 

THE EXALTED RULER (ER) 
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The ENF Fidelity Club ~ The Foundation's Monthly Giving Program 

The easiest way to support the ENF all year round! 
 

Do you contribute to the Elks National Foundation often? What if you could donate without having to 

think about it? Well, you can! Enroll today and become a member of the Fidelity Club 

the ENF’s monthly giving program. Why Join the Fidelity Club? 

ROI: For every dollar you donate $1.75 is returned, to be used for benevolence! 

Ease: The ENF Fidelity Club recognizes automatic, regularly scheduled donations through your bank account 

or credit card. These donations occur monthly (minimum $5). 

Eco-Friendly: Save a tree and save time with paperless donations! 

Convenience: No need to purchase stamps or mail a check. It takes just five minutes to sign up, and you’re 
good to go! 

Flexibility: You can increase, modify or cancel your gift at any time. 

Security: It's safe, reliable and allows the ENF to spend less time on administration and more time on our 

charitable mission. 

Ready to Join? 

Becoming a member of the Fidelity Club is simple! Enroll online at enf.elks.org/recurring and start your gift 

today! If you prefer to sign up through the mail, just print the enrolment form on the next page.  

Questions? Email: enf@elks.org or Call: 773-755-4728 for additional information about starting a monthly 

gift and joining the ENF Fidelity Club. 

Already a member? If you have an active monthly gift agreement with the ENF, you have automatically been 

enrolled in the ENF Fidelity Club! Click here to learn more about your monthly gift. 

Lodges 

The ENF Fidelity Club is an individual giving and recognition program. We are unable to accept enrollments 

from groups or Lodges. We encourage Lodges to submit donations via the Online Remittance form and credit 

individual donors. Click here to make a one-time online donation. 

What are the Benefits? 

The longer you are a member of the Fidelity Club, the more benefits you’ll receive! 

Fidelity Club Sticker: Following your first monthly gift, you’ll receive a special Fidelity Club sticker for your 
membership card, and your name will appear in the online Fidelity Club Honor Roll. At the end of each 

calendar year, you'll receive a new sticker with your annual statement. 

Fidelity Club Pin: Once you’ve made 12 monthly gifts, you’ll receive the ENF Fidelity Pin! 

Pin Attachments: Each time you reach an additional benchmark—starting at 25 monthly gifts—you’ll receive 
a pin attachment to wear with your Fidelity pin. Additional attachments will be sent at 50 and 100 gifts. 

Bagels with the Board: An open-house breakfast at the Elks National Convention exclusively for Fidelity Club 

Members! 
 

You may also Designate Your Gift 

A designated gift directly supports the ENF program you select. You can choose to designate your gift to one 

program or select all programs and make an immediate difference in the lives of youth, veterans and Elks 

communities. Selecting the ENF Endowment Fund means your donation will be invested in a permanent fund 

where its interest will be distributed over time, ensuring the ongoing success of the ENF. 
 

Click here to view a Video about The Fidelity Club 
 

Neil Floor ~ ENF Chairperson ~ BPO Elks Lodge 2679 

http://enf.elks.org/recurring
https://www.elks.org/enf/FCMember.cfm?
https://secure.elks.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20047b?df_id=2420&2420.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=02F47AEEB74346CAD5E8A45E93DAEFC5
https://www.elks.org/ENF/recurringGiftHonorRoll.cfm
https://youtu.be/-M_3trbDWtQ
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Application is on next page . . . 
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LOOK WHAT’S BACK  
ELK OF THE  

MONTH! 
 

A healthy Lodge depends 

on the strengths of its 

volunteers. PER, Gary 

Reynolds, is aware of that 

fact and introduced the 

recognition of  

Elk of the Month. 

Congratulations to our 

February  

Elk of the Month,  

John Goryance,  

also known as “Mr. Bingo,” 

He keeps Bingo fun for all. 

(Top Left) 

and  

our March  

Elk of the Month,  

Kerry Bartoletti 

In addition to all her duties 

as the Lodge Secretary, she 

also volunteers on the 

Marketing and 

Communication 

Committee. Her knowledge, 

dedication and kindness are 

greatly appreciated. Thank 

you for all you 

Your efforts make our 

Lodge one of the best 

anywhere! 
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Elks in the News continued on next page 
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Newspapers, what would we do without them? Well, we better start either 

learning how or support them or they will go the way of the VCR tape, there are 

still many people who would much rather have that paper in their hand then 

reading on their phone or PC. My wife is one of them as I’m sure are many of 
y’all. Not to mention, wrapping the fish, catching your beard hairs and making 

sailor’s hats. The Brunswick Beacon does a real nice job covering OUR 

neighborhood. Take out a subscription, it comes right to your mailbox! 
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Swearing in of Officers Ceremony 2025-26, continued on next page 
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Top Left, 2 great PER’s and a PER to be. Teddy Acton, Don Arsenault & Ashley 
Buckwell 

Top Right, Teddy Acton passes the Baton to Bruce Shamyer 

Middle Upper Right & Left, Swearing in 

Middle Lower Left, Class Pic 

Left to Right, Gerald Kimble – Inner Guard 

Mark Kozlowsky – Esteemed Leading Knight 

John Zschoche – Esteemed Loyal Knight 

David “Dave” Foulds – Treasurer 

Donald Arsenault – Exalted Ruler 

Bruce Shamyer – Esquire 

Vicky Buff-Schreiber – Chaplain 

Robert Paoletti – Tiler 

Kerry Bartoletti – Secretary 

Jane Kilpatrick. Trustee 

Middle Lower Right, Auxiliary Officers 

Left to Right, Kathy Baldino - President 

Kathy Kelly - Vice President 

Martha Weiman-Hornick - Recording Secretary 

Deb Mardis – Treasurer 

Joan Tellish - Parliamentarian 

Robin Knab - Chaplin 

Bruse Chamis - Esquire 

Missing, Marie Elsayed - Corresponding Secretary  

Pam Busick – Historian 

Lower Left 

Shirley Rust 

“The Incredible Spread” 
 

Not enough photos for you? 

Click on the Link Below 
 

More photos of the swearing in ceremony 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sc/djpgjwg4njb11lu/AADp_YkFDlIxV1HJF_qAWYA6a
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Veterans Affairs Committee - #2679 Calabash, NC 

The Veterans Affairs Committee enjoyed 
a very busy end of Elks fiscal year.  

Following are details and photos of some 
of the activities. 

 
The VAC hosted a Veterans Recognition 
Luncheon in February honoring Veterans 

in our area but not members of the 
Lodge. We had about 40 Veterans, 
spouses and guests for a delicious 
luncheon and a variety of activities 

honoring our Veterans. These included 
presenting Congressional Memorial coins 
to our Vietnam Era Veterans, presenting 

certificates and US Flag/Elk Flag pins 
recognizing their service to our Nation, 

sharing in each Veteran’s recollection of 
the high points of their service. 

TOP LEFT, VAC members  
supporting the luncheon 

MIDDLE LEFT, WWII Veterans 
recognized, flanked by our John’s, 

Corbett & Zschoce 
 

More from the Veterans Affairs Committee (VAC) on the next page . . . 

 

LOWER LEFT  
Vietnam era Veterans,  

stand to be  
recognized 

 

Over 90 Photos are 
available at the Link 

below. Pick out your own 
favorites. 

 
Veterans Appreciation 

Luncheon Photos 

https://www.amazon.com/photos/shared/A8s6ln6HT7GdgtIZUC0fjg.hauAPrQ7vcfF2zgRm5d6PZ
https://www.amazon.com/photos/shared/A8s6ln6HT7GdgtIZUC0fjg.hauAPrQ7vcfF2zgRm5d6PZ
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The VAC made a $1000.00 donation to the 
American Legion Post 68 BE-THE-ONE Program.  

The mission of the BE-THE-ONE Program is to 
assist Veterans, their families, care givers, friends 
or interested civilians to: Destigmatize the asking 
for mental health support; Provide peer-to-peer 

support and resources in local communities; 
Deploy FDA approved therapeutics for veterans to 
identify issues and find resources for support; and 
the Education of everyone on how they can Be-

the-One to address the number 1 issue facing the 
veteran community  – Suicide. With that Veterans 
are encouraged to Be-the-One to: Talk with others 
about how they are feeling; Ask for help when you 
know you need it; Know there are people ready to 

help them; Remember family and friends’ care. 
Also, Family, friends, or associates are 

encouraged to Be-the-One to: Ask Veterans in 
your life how they are doing; Listen when a 

Veteran needs to talk; Reach out when a veteran 
is struggling 

The VAC made a $2000.00 donation 
to the Brunswick Community 
College’s (BCC) Partnership for 
American Veteran Employment 

(PAVE) Program. The mission of the 
PAVE Program is to support an 

institutional work/study program 
that provides the Veteran students 
real-life experiences in the civilian 
work place through employment at 

BCC, which then may increase their 
marketability in the workplace upon 
graduation. Many Veterans are able 

to attend Brunswick Community 
College due to the GI Bill. However, 
they may need additional resources 
to supplement their living expenses, 

and require seeking employment, 
that may conflict with their 

educational program requirements. 
 The donations to PAVE program are earmarked to minimize stress for our Veterans through the funding of 
the institutional work study program. Since the initiation of the PAVE Program in 2016, the Veteran’s Affairs 
Committee of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, Lodge ~ 2679 has donated $10,000.00. 
   
 More from the Veterans Affairs Committee (VAC) on the next page . . . 
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The VAC received an Elks National Foundation (ERF) Beacon Grant for $4,000 in 
December. This money makes use of the ENF donations coming from our Lodge 

members—THANK You. We used the funds to continue our support for the Veterans 
Welcome Home and Resource Center (VWHRC) that supports our Veterans in many 

ways, one of which is the Tiny Home Village for homeless veterans. After the November 
opening of the VWHRC's Tiny Home Village consisting of 25 homes, the VAC worked with 
them to identify additional support needed to improve living conditions in the Tiny Homes. 

Working with the Center, the VAC has compiled a "needed" list of items to support the 
homes for incoming homeless Veterans. VAC members handled the acquisition and 

payment for the items that included closet shelves, small crock pot-like food warmers, 
sheets, hangers, and alarm clocks valued at over $4,500. VAC teams then delivered the 
items, helped distribute them to the homes, and installed the closet shelving on walls in 
each of the Tiny Homes. As a follow up to this Beacon Grant project, VAC members are 
working with the Center to identify items veterans newly moving into the Tiny Homes will 

need. We anticipate that these items would be procured under the  
ENF Welcome Home Kit program. 

Veterans Affairs Committee - #2679 Calabash, NC 
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The Bingo Boys & Girls didn’t have anything to report this issue. They’re still catchin their 
breath from the outstanding year they just had. So, no one can accuse Tom Ditzler with 

nothing to say, he sent me a list of jokes he wanted to share with you. After eliminating 

the ones I would get a ton a flak for publishing, this is what’s left, enjoy! 
 

If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled? 

If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular? 

Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker? 

When cheese gets its picture taken, what does it say? 

Why isn't the number 11 pronounced onety one? (I like this one a lot!) 

'I am' is reportedly the shortest sentence in the English language.  

Could it be that 'I do' is the longest sentence? 

If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn't it follow that electricians can be delighted, musicians 

denoted, cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and dry cleaners depressed? 

You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive and hit a golf ball. 

No one ever says, 'It's only a game' when their team is winning. 

If 4 out of 5 people suffer from constipation does that mean that one enjoys it? 
 

Thanks Tom, for always keepin us laughin! 
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When a major crisis arises, like the blood shortage created by Helene. 

 What do Elks do? We rise to the occasion of course. Our Blood Drive on January 

20th collected, a total of 40 units of blood. Looking forward to our  

next blood drive on April 14th 

Special thanks to our drives Masters of Ceremony Teddy Acton and Ashley 

Buckwell and of course our donors who give a little of themselves 

 

STARTS 8AM 

TO 1PM 
 

MONDAY APRIL 14TH 

GO TO redcrossblood.org 

TO REGISTER 
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At the bar during the month your Birthday? Show the Bartender 

your Driver’s License to get membership recognition chip 

which has a value of up to $4 Happy Birthday 

  

Happy Birthday 
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Elks Lodge #2679 ~ Annual Golf Tournament at Sandpiper Bay 

Over 45 additional photos at the Link below 

Link to Golf Tournament Photos 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sc/25p1rkxxh48cbaj/AACfuYwXcla66meyOwiKiHDIa


 

 
 

The Sandpiper April / May 2025 Edition    Page 20 of 27 
 

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity 

 

 

Did Ya Know? 

 
As we breeze pass another April Fool’s Day, there were some pretty famous 
Apil Fools Day Jokes, that a whole lotta people fell for, hook, line & sinker. 

Below is a whopper as an example, (pun intended). 

 I myself would choose a Ricky burger any day. He prefers to make a burger 

that you have to eat with both hands! 
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Note from the Editor 
 

As we roll along into our new year, some of 
our favorite benchmarks have already 

passed us by. The Golf Tournament, Officer 
initiations and who could forget the Kazoo 

Marching Band. There are many others to 
come as we enter the spring & summer 
months, don’t miss them. One thing we 
won’t miss is the return of the Bennies, 

that’s what we called them in New Jersey. 
You know, the vacationers who descend on 

our sleepy little town of Calabash like a 
hoard of Locusts. They are however essential 

to our local businesses who gear up for them 
every year. They’re not so bad as long as 

you’re not behind them in traffic or the line 
at the Bagel Dock. Congratulations to all of 
our new officers especially our new ER who 

even had his foot repaired to kick things off! 
 

Calabash Lodge #2679, Elkdom at its finest  
Any questions, Email me at: 

Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org 
Best Regards ~ Frank Gaetano 

 

Famous Elk Quotes 

“A husband is what's left of a sweetheart 

after the nerve has been killed” 
Lou Costello 

Your House Committee and Club Manager have 

been working hard to provide you, our valued 

members, new and different activities in which 

you can participate, have some fun and 

camaraderie, and support Your Lodge at the 

same time.  These events include Dining 

Opportunities, Holiday Themed Dinner Dances, 

and Trivia Challenges. You will find 

announcements for these events scheduled to 

occur during December and January. You will 

be kept up to date on these events in our 

weekly EBlasts. Be sure to sign up for these 

events and support Your Lodge. 

 

At the same time, the House Committee and 

Club Manager cannot do all of this alone, - they 

need Your Help.  Please consider Volunteering 

for just a few hours a month to help Set-Up for 

these events, or to help in the Kitchen.  Contact 

your Club Manager, to get on the schedule. 

Club Manager: Ricky Moore - 910-368-6872 

It's good for the Lodge and also for you! 

V O L U N T E E R 

Remember, your mom always telling you to put 

on clean underwear in case something happens! 

mailto:Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org
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If you want to be kept up to date on Menus & Events there is 

nothing better than our EBlast. It comes right to your email box 

at least once a week (on Monday) and fills you in like  

An Elk Burger. Just make sure you have 

communications@calabashelks.org in your contacts to keep it 

from going to Spam with the Extended Car Warranties. 

If you would like to check out 

“What’s Cookin” on our website? 
just Click on the Chef  

Wanna check out  

“What’s Happenin” 
Click on Special Events 

 and head to our website  

mailto:communications@calabashelks.org
https://www.calabashelks.org/events
https://www.calabashelks.org/meals
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Bye the way, if you were traveling south 

 on Route 17 and passing, or at the intersection  

of Route 17 & Pea Landing Road. You may have 

thought you saw our lodge on the billboard.  

Well, you weren’t seeing things,  
Ashley took the photo below. Isn’t it beautiful?! 
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Jeffrey Salter 

March 25 

Initiated 03/13/2013 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Kenneth Baxter 

March 2025 

Initiated 03/08/2017 

 

 

 
 

 

2024 
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Another issue of the “Sandpiper” in the well. I hope you found it informative and 
enjoyed some of the humor and happenings at our Elks Lodge. The Communications 

& Marketing Committee would like to thank all of you for your contributions to the 

world of Elkdom, after all without our members we would be just a building. 

Stay well, stay involved and above all “Be an Elk”. 
 

Just a reminder that if you really wanna know and learn what goes on at the Lodge, 

attend meetings. It’s the best way to find out everything there is to know and meet 

and have fellowship with your Elk family. All meetings are on the Calendars 
 

Until next issue then and remember if you have anything you feel should be in the Sandpiper or have any 

ideas for it. You can email me at Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org 

 

Lounge Hours 

Monday thru Saturday = 12:00 Noon - 9:00 p.m. 

During Special events the lodge will be open until 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday 12:00 Noon - 8:00 p.m. - Football Season Hours 

(Bartenders Discretion) 
 

Kitchen Hours 

Monday thru Friday, 

LUNCH = 12:00 Noon - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Monday Night 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday Night during BINGO = 5:00 - 6:45 p.m. 
 

Friday Night = 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays When Entertainment is Offered - 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Times Other Than Above - Bar Food Only 
 

Office Hours 
 

Tuesday & Thursday ~ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
 

Office (Secretary) = 910.579.4600 Option #1 
 

Bar/Bartender = Option #2 

Elks  Invite 

mailto:Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org

